
Every Tuesday morning when Erv Stoss leaves Roseville’s Rose of Sharon nursing home, after conducting a
prayer service and visiting residents, he departs with a grateful heart. “These people give me much more than
I give them,” he says. “They cannot come to church so we bring church to them. Doing so truly 
strengthens my Catholic faith.”

Erv remembers one women he visited who was suffering from cancer and whose husband was always by her
side. Although they were members of another Catholic church, her husband began attending Saturday Mass
at Saint Rose. “He felt a connection to our parish through our weekly visits to the nursing home,” Erv recalls.
“After her death we got the nicest letter from the family saying how much they appreciated our prayer service
and personal visits. They even liked my corny jokes.” 

Erv believes one of the greatest strengths of Saint Rose are the many opportunities it offers people to serve the
parish and the greater community. “All you have to do is raise your hand and say “yes” and you will have an
opportunity to take part in an activity that will surely enrich your spiritual life.”  

When asked, Erv almost always said ”yes.” He’s been a long-time usher at the 4:30 Mass and funerals, has
visited the homebound, served on dozens of committees and even helped renovate the Parish Center.
 As children Erv and his wife, Joyce, were among the original members of Saint Rose, and over the years the
parish has continued to be a source of spiritual nourishment for them. Today they have unbridled
enthusiasm for the future of Saint Rose. 

 “Our current pastor has a special talent for reaching people,” says Erv. “I hope it rubs off on the rest of us
because it’s our church and we have to keep it going.”

Erv and Joyce Stoss

Some other things to know about Erv and Joyce:
• About eighty years ago some residents of Rose Township approached
Archbishop John Murray about establishing a new parish. He told them
they needed to come up with a name. Erv’s grandfather, Richard, mentioned
Erv’s mother had an aunt who was a nun with the religious name of Sister
Rose of Lima; hence the origin of our name. 
• For more than two decades Joyce has been a regular at the Saint Rose
Adoration Chapel. “Those weekly visits have been very beneficial to my
spiritual growth,” she says. “What a peaceful place. So many people tell me
they really enjoy spending an hour each week with Jesus.” 
• Erv and Joyce both graduated from Saint Rose School at a time when
tuition was only $10 a month, thanks to a group of teaching sisters. The four
Stoss children also graduated from the school, which, according to their
parents,  prepared them very well for high school, college and the rest of their
lives. 
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